
Project Guanavista
Date of meeting 10-Nov-22
Morning 8:00 AM

1 SPHERA 8:00 - 8:30

2 GUANAVISTA 8:30 - 9:00 30 min
3 LOOP 9:00 - 9:15
4 SPHERA 9:15 - 9:30 15 min
5 VIDA 9:30 - 11:30 2 hrs
6 VIDA 11:30 - 13:30 2 hrs
7 WQG 13:30 - 14:00 30 min
8 VIDA & WQG 14:00 - 15:00 1 hrs
9 VIDA 15:00 - 16:00 1 hrs

10 16:00 - TBD

AGENDA - WORKSHOP

LOOP CONCEPTS PRESENTATION

GENERAL UPDATE MAY TO NOV 30 min

15 min
PROJECT VISIONS & OBJECTIVES

SITE WALK - DESTINATION PLANNING

DESIGN SESSION - WORKING LUNCH @ GUANAVISTA

DESIGN SESSION

INFRASTRUCTURE CONSIDERATIONS

DINNER & BONDING @ TBD

REVISIT KEY AREAS

SITE WALK

GUANA

VISTA



NICOYA Peninsula, COSTA RICA

KEY MAP

To Liberia		 116	 2:21

To San José		 250	 4:50

To Nicoya		 64.1	 1:40

To Nosara		 12.7	 25 min

Internal roads

Ferry route to Puntarenas

Guanavista Property

Ostional Wildlife Refuge

Nicoya Peninsula Protected areas

National Parks and Wildlife areas

Context map
Km	 Hours

Driving ETA & Distance 
from Guanavista Property

GUANAVISTA



photo TAKEN FROM A DRONE, OF AN ARRIBADA IN EARLY 
NOVEMBER, 2022Ostional Wildlife Refuge

The Ostional Wildlife Refuge is the second most important place 
in the world for the protection and nesting of the olive ridley sea 
turtle. The refuge was created in 1984 to protect the animals 
from poachers known for stealing turtle eggs for commercial 
purposes. 

Turtles nest at Ostional year round, but peak time is during rainy 
season. “Arribadas” (turtle arrivals), which is how this 
phenomenon is commonly known, often occur during 
September, October, and November.

The refuge also acts as a buffer zone between the ocean and 
the land, protecting the coastal environment from erosion and 
sedimentation. The Ostional Wildlife Reserve extends 15 km along 
the shoreline, including the beaches of Ostional, Nosara and 
Guiones. It is only a narrow, 200 m wide strand of beach, but 
extends inland along the estuaries of the rivers and mangrove 
swamps where it also protects

large colonies of birds. 



Ambient Lighting
REFERENCE IMAGERY

Acceptable Amber Lamp

Wavelength (nm)

(m
W/

nm
)

Medium BollardsBollards with low Height for 
Pathways

Bollards with Medium height 
for Roads

Least Impact for Sea Turtle 
Nesting

A LIGHTING DESIGN THAT SUPPORTS TURTLE PROTECTION

Guanavista is located at the Ostional Wildlife Refuge for sea tur-
tle protection. Low fixtures with a shielded light source have least 
impact on turtle nesting activities. 

Acceptable lamps emit amber colored light with long wavelengths. The 
warm light additionally blends in with the bark of the trees of Gua-
navista’s forest.



Schematic Level Lighting Plan
GUANAVISTA 100% SCHEMATIC MASTERPLAN

50 100 m200

LIGHTING FOR TURTLE PROTECTION

ROADSIDE LIGHTING
Medium bollards: Fixtures 55 cm high,
Light mounted 45 cm high

LIGHTING FOR FOOTPATHS
Low bollards: Fixtures 40 cm high,
Light mounted 30 cm high

LIGHTING FOR COMMON AREAS
Medium bollards with 360° light cone: 
Fixtures 55 cm high,
Light mounted 45 cm high

Retail 
village

Footpath
Club House

Low Bollards

Medium Bollards

Medium Bollards with 
360° light cone

OSTIONAL 
BEACH 

Road

Arrival & 
EV-Parking

Bollards with 360° light cones highlight 
selected meeting spaces At night

* All Lights are equipped 
with shielded Lamps



views from the property during an arribada, sea turtles hatching in the wildlife refuge AT THE END OF 
THE DAY DURING A STUNNING PACIFIC SUNSET. 



ostional, GUANACASTE  * costa rica
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Yoga Pavilion 
in the Forest

Main Entry

Retail village

Future Project 
Area

Club House

Operation’s CenterZ˷ɇʵɇ̏ʒˤˮɇ Öɤʍɰʲɇˮʒɤ ¥ɇˤˮɰ˝˚ʩɇʵ
70% DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM - PHASE 1

200 m100200 50 

Phase A

Lot
A01
A02
A03
A04
A05
A06
A07
A08
A09
A10
A11
A12
A13
A14
A15

Area(m²)
4455
3765
4110
2310
3350
1285
1570
1200
2160
3160
1685
3730
3120
2630
1915

Hiking Trails



Future 
Project Area

Seasonal
CreekExisting Villa

Ostional Wildlife 
Refuge

ACCESS TO 
Guanavista

Water tank

Club House

Retail 
Village Service 

access

Operation’s center

Forest Pavilion
 for yoga and 
stargazing

FOREST Forest hiking 
trails & bridges

Schematic Masterplan
GUANAVISTA - 100% SCHEMATIC MASTERPLAN

MAIN ROAD TO
NOSARA & GUIONES

Access
Road

Property 
Boundary

Legal Road 
Easement

Public
Road

OSTIONAL 
BEACH 

Well

200 m100200 50 



BUILDING GUIDE 

Lot area

Area for building - max. 2 
stories and 25 % coverage) 

View easements: min 45° 
prime view kept free, 
min 60 m wide 

Setbacks from the road 
easements: 8 m to be planted 
with local Guanacaste 
forest species

River setbacks according to 
regulations

Protection of existing 

trees: Large trees are 

integrated into the 

architectural design

Sustainable Building Guide
GUANAVISTA

200 m100200 50 

Sustainable Building Guide
GUANAVISTA 100% SCHEMATIC MASTERPLAN

River setbacks are regulated 
by law and ensure clean Water 

sources

3 m Buffer to the 
sides, 5 m to the 

back

Driving through 
The forest - the unique feel 

of Guanavista 
8m Setbacks from the roads 

for maximum privacy

Main 
ACCESS

Well



200 m100200 50 

Ostional, GUANACASTE * Costa Rica

Commercial 
village

Private
Access to the 
Trail Network 

for all lots

Main Entry

Service Entry

Club House

To Ostional 
& Nosara

To Tamarindo
& Liberia

Reduced Traffic - 
Guests park at the 

entrance with
E-Vehicle service 

provided

Roads

Main Coastal Road (Public)

Public Access Road *

Primary Road

Secondary Road *

Trail Network

Hiking Trails

Suspension Bridge

Bridges or Culverts

Car Parking Spaces

Arrival and External Guests

Club House

Commercial Village Delivery 

(+ Informal Roadside Parking)

Operation’s Center

(Service & Staff only)

1,145 m

1,520 m

200 m

4700 m

36 m

28

[12]

2

6

 1

 2

 3

 4

* Road distances to the main coastal road.
[] Car parking spaces at the club house according to legal 
requirements. Regular parking for guests is provided at 
the main entrance. Access to the club house takes place 
by e-vehicle, on foot, or by bike. 
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Circulation Diagram
GUANAVISTA 100% SCHEMATIC MASTERPLAN

Yoga Pavilion 
in the Forest

Suspension Bridge



The Ostional beach is also an amazing surf destination -It is known for its consistent surf conditions,
perfect waves, and beautiful scenery -  view from the existing residence in the property.



Reforestation
EXISTING LAND COVER

A former pochote 
Plantation

valuable 
lumber

a vulnerable 
species

The site consists of a former  
plantation, which has not been maintained in 
the recent years and slowly regenerates back 
into a natural forest. Pochote (Pachira quinata) 
is native to Costa Rica’s dry to wet tropical 
forests. Although the most common tree on site, 
pochote is listed as vulnerable in the IUCN Red 
List (2009) due to over-exploitation and habitat 
loss in the wild.

Pochote is commonly used for living fences, 
and its roots traditionally serve for the 
treatment of diarrhea. But the main reason for 
its exploitation is the use of its wood. The 
heartwood is a uniform pale pinkish when freshly 
cut, and becomes light to dark reddish-brown 
upon exposure. It is sharply demarcated from 
the pale grey to yellowish sapwood. The wood 
is used for construction, furniture, doors, 
boat building, manufacturing, and suitable for 
production of plywood and veneer.

Most forest cover still consists mainly of 
pochote. Regenerative reforestation includes 
taking out a portion of the pochote trees and 
replacing them with other species in order to 
recreate a mixed forest habitat. This enables 
to re-use the wood as design features of the 
Guanavista community.

Pochote



Reforestation Strategy
GUANAVISTA 70% PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL MASTERPLAN

EXISTING TREES

Old pochote plantation
Mixed secondary forest

EXISTING TREES, PROPOSED VEGETATION AND 
BIOLOGICAL CORRIDOR CONNECTIVITY

Existing trees
Existing secondary forest
Proposed reforestation
Biological corridors

timeless design creates places 
for all living organisms



Reforestation

TABEBUIA ROSEA, KNOWN AS ROBLE DE SABANA
IS USED IN SOIL ENRICHMENT SYSTEMS AND ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION OF DRY AREAS, 

SILVOPASTORAL SYSTEMS, ON BOUNDARIES AND AS SHADE TREE. IT IS FOUND ALL OVER 

THE COUNTRY WITH A BIGGER CONCETRATION ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

APART FROM HELPING TO CONSERVE SOIL AND STABILIZE RIVERBEDS, 

ZYGIA LONGIFOLIA, KNOWN AS SOTA CABALLO,
 IS IDEAL FOR HONEY-PRODUCTION AND ARBORICULTURE PROJECTS AS IT 

ATTRACTS BEES. 

HANDROANTHUS OCHRACEUS, KNOWN AS CORTEZ AMARILLO,
IS WELL KNOWN FOR IT´S SPLENDIDE YELLOW FLOWERS. OVER 30 

DIFFERENT INSECTS FEED FROM THIS TREE AND SO DO MONKEYS.

EXAMPLES OF RELEVANT NATIVE TREE 
SPECIES



Reforestation
EXAMPLES OF RELEVANT NATIVE TREE 
SPECIES

ENTEROLOBIUM CYCLOCARPUM, KNOWN AS ÁRBOL DE GUANACASTE.

THE FLOWERING BLOSSOMS AND SEEDS OF GUANACASTE ARE AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF FOOD 

FOR DANTAS, MACAWS AND WILD BOARS. ITS LUXURIANT TREE TOP PROVIDES AMPLE SHADE. 

THE GUANACASTE TREE IS THE NATIONAL TREE OF COSTA RICA. 

MANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF BEES, FLIES, BUTTERFLIES, WASPS, AND 

HUMMINGBIRDS CAN BE OBSERVED VISITING THE SHOWY PINK FLOWERS OF

SAMANEA SAMAN, KNOWN AS CENÍZARO. 

ALSO BIRDS EAT ITS FRUITS.

SWIETENIA MACROPHYLLA, KNOWN AS CAOBA, 
IS A VULNERABLE SPECIE THAT HAS BECOME RARE AS IT HAS BEEN USED 

FOR OVER 400 YEARS FOR FURNITURE AND COMMERCIAL PURPOSES DUE TO 

IT´S UNIQUE RED-PINK COLORED WOOD.



Climate analysis
We analyze the climate 
conditions of Ostional, to 
determine the best bioclimatic 
strategies for the project. In 
order to achieve an energy 
conscious design and 
environmental responsive 
architecture to ensure thermal 
confort in the project.



Vegetation

The vegetation integrated in 
the building provides additional 
thermal insulation, protection 
from solar radiation and 
regulates the temperature.

Strategically placed vegetation 
around a building can reduce 
temperatures and humidity 
through shading, 
evapotranspiration and wind 
channeling.
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20 m1050

Arrival Layout Club House & Retail Village

ENLARGED AREA

1. Existing gate, main access for guests of the
retail village

2. Informal roadside parking
3. Bicycle parking, parking for special needs &

delivery
4. Creek and access bridges
5. Retail village
6. Access to the apartments
7. Walking path to the beach
8. Trail access to the club house
9. Electric vehicle and bicycle parking spaces
10.	Club house phase 1: Open lounge, lap pool and

changing rooms
11.	Club house phase 2: coworking spaces, gym,

restaurant kitchen, and library
12.	Nature based playground
13.	Yoga shala

PHA
SE 

1

LOT BOUNDARY

11

4

1

2

3

10
7

5

5

9
8

8

6

12

13

to Ostional & 
Beach

Ostional Wildlife 
Refuge

to Guanavista
Homes

Large Patio suitable 
for Destination 

Weddings



20 m100 5

Club House
ILLUSTRATIVE SECTION VIEW TOWARDS EAST

SCALE BAR

Deck Chairs in the 
shade of the existing 

landmark tree
lookout

Watch 1000ds of 
Turtles laying eggs 
at the beach

to Guanavista Trails

to the Retail 
Village

Water Basin
hill slides,

fresh Herbs 
& Berries

Outdoor Kitchen

fire place 
terrace

Giant Net

Protected 
Walkway



SCALE BAR

20 m100 5

Retail Village
ILLUSTRATIVE SECTION VIEW TOWARDS EAST

retail village yoga shala Nature Based 
play

To Club 
HouseAccess 

road

entry bridgeDelivery &
Bicycle parking

Buildings embedded in the slope 
with a private access from the back 

to the top floor Apartments

Fresh Coffee, A sports Equipment 
Rental and the Guanavista Store 

Herbs & Berries



Schematic design for retail village



Retail Village

Tropical fruteria stand, serving fresh coconut 
water and typical fresh fruits and vegs

Sports & surf Equipment Shop & Rental

Coffee SHop

Grocery SHop



Retail Village.

Trail from the Retail Village
 to Ostional Beach

TERRACES at the creek & up the hill with Views A Path leads up to the Club House - 
with herbs and berries along it



Retail Village.

Apartments for Rent on the Top Floor 

SPACES WITH Views, EMBEDDED IN NATURE



Clubhouse



View from club house shows multiple surf breaks, turtle nesting and spectacular sunsets



Spaces to share and enjoy Spaces to celebrate SPECIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS

Club House



Shared kitchen and open areas 
for community activities

Club House



Club House

HILL SLIDE AND Giant PLAY net
and a lot more to discover

INTEGRATED HERB AND BERRY GARDEN for foraging

Nature-Based Play



Textures



Look & Feel 



Phase 1 architectural renders

N

10

09

07

08



N

lot 07

first level







N

lot 08

first level







N

lot 10

first level







public Road 
to Ostional 

Beach
suspension bridge Reforestation and 

wildlife corridor Guanavista homes

To Club House

Architectural 
Layouts that protect 

existing Trees

Temporary Creek

Exercise 
Station

Black-headed 
Trogons, Caracaras, 
Hawks and many 

more birds to spot

forest pavilion

SCALE BAR

40 m10 200

Site Section Forest Pavilion and Creek Valley
ILLUSTRATIVE SECTION VIEW TOWARDS WEST



Suspension Bridge.
Reference Imagery

reference from our previous projects.



20 m100 5

Ostional

Main Entry 
GUanavista

Site 
Boundary

Storage and 
Bathrooms

Open Lounge
For 

Meditation

Fitness Trail

Forest Pavilion
ILLUSTRATIVE SECTION VIEW TOWARDS WEST

SCALE BAR

Exercise 
Station with bars

Tree house
Hideout



Forest Pavilion
Contemplation with views



1.2M

0.5m

pedestrian 
path

native 
planting

natural looking 
drainages for 
collection of 
stormwater

SCALE BAR

5m41 20

Walking and Hiking Trails
ILLUSTRATIVE SECTION



Forest Trails conect the Homes with 
the common spaces



compacted gravel
allows for infiltration of 
stormwater runoff

STORMWATER
COLLECTION SWALES

Pedestrian Trails
MATERIAL IMAGERY

trails for walking and 
hiking, pedestrian 
access only. 



Road and Stormwater Protection
ILLUSTRATIVE SECTION 

native 
planting

native 
planting

SCALE BAR
5m41 20

trees and 
planting vehicular road

Green 
Buffer / 
swale

stormwater 
collection 
swale

0.
5
m

0.
5
m

1.00 m
swale

1.2 m 
path

2% slope

6.00 meters
road 

14 meters
check dams for stormwater 

retention and erosion 
Protection 

5 METERS - 10 mETERS
 buffer area for native 
planting on every lot

Footpath

property
line

1.00 m
swale or forest 

buffer



Example of
chip and tar road

PARKING SPACES 

Road Material
MATERIAL IMAGERY
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ostional, GUANACASTE  * costa rica

Circular Forest Trails
GUANAVISTA 70% SCHEMATIC MASTERPLAN 

Scenic hikes

The Guanavista track

Valley hike

Deep forest loop 

Cats & dogs

Exercise track

Adventure parcour
with jungle gym stations

Exercise Plan

Arrival (with bench 
and lockers) 
& Warm-up

200 m running track

Downhill track

Muscle I: Bars

Steep hike uphill

Meditation break

Acrobatics: Trampoline

Balance: Slacklines

Muscle II: Weights

Cool down & Breath

3000 m

1700 m

930 m

530 m

1000 m

Main Entry

Dog Park
pets run 

free

Adventure 
parcour

running 
Track

10000 200 400 600 800

m above 
sea

Total hike: 20 min
Hike & exercises: 75 min

m length 
of trailsuspension bridge

small bridges

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

3 km loop 
that connects 
all Areas of 
Guanavista

Forest 
Pavilion

- Main Rest
stop -

Retail 
Village

Club House

interconnected 
Trails for hiking, 

workout and Nature 
Discoveries

to ostional 
BEach

14,5%
uphill

Forest 
Pavilion

12,3%
downhill

START

START

START

1

1 1

6

7

6

2

2

2 6 7 8

3
4

5

5

7

8

8

3

4

5

3

4



Exercise Stations.
Reference ImageryReference Imagery

JUNGLE GYM Exercise Stations Along the Adventure Trail



visit us online @ guanavista.com 

guanavista_cr
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